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Volume of Reading

At Great Minds® we believe that classrooms should 
be places where students and teachers encounter  
wit, wisdom, wonder, rigor, and knowledge. 

We believe literature, history, art, and science all have a place in English language 
arts. And we believe students can become confident readers, writers, listeners, and 
speakers while building deep, well-rounded knowledge of the world around them. 

That’s why we developed Wit & Wisdom®. Wit & Wisdom is transforming English 
language arts instruction in classrooms across the nation. Designed by our  
expert team of teacher–writers, the curriculum features knowledge-building 
lessons and a carefully curated selection of art and complex texts that help you 
meet the expectations of the standards while celebrating the world of knowledge 
with your students. 

In addition to the Core Texts that are part of Wit & Wisdom lessons, each module 
includes a Volume of Reading list. See the frequently asked questions.

What are Volume of Reading texts?
Volume of Reading texts are literary and informational texts that teachers can 
use for additional classroom instruction. Wit & Wisdom Volume of Reading texts 
help students of all abilities expand their knowledge of each module topic. Texts 
represent varied levels of complexity; each Volume of Reading text notes its Lexile 
level to assist teachers and students in selecting appropriate books. Volume of 
Reading texts are not required, but they are a great way for students to get extra 
practice building vocabulary and content knowledge—and develop a love of 
reading. This list of recommended texts, along with topic questions for students  
to consider, appears in Appendix D of each Wit & Wisdom module. 

How are texts selected?
The teacher–writers who design Wit & Wisdom look for books that support 
students in building knowledge of each module’s topic. The team carefully chooses 
books—often from award lists such as Newberry and Caldecott— 
and closely reviews them before adding them to the Volume of Reading list.
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MODULE TITLE AUTHOR
1 A Color of His Own Leo Lionni

1 Ada Twist, Scientist Andrea Beaty

1 Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 25th Anniversary Edition                                    Bill Martin Jr.

1 Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage Changed Music  Margarita Engle

1 Every Second Something Happens Melanie Hall

1 Geraldine, The Music Mouse Leo Lionni

1 Hello Ocean Pam Muñoz Ryan

1 No One Saw Ordinary Things Through the Eyes of an Artist Bob Raczka

1 Owl Moon Jane Yolen

1 Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? Bill Martin Jr.

1 Rain Manya Stojic

1 The Listening Walk Paul Showers

1 The Little Fur Family Margaret Wise Brown

1 The Snowy Day Ezra Jack Keats

2 Big Red Barn Margaret Wise Brown

2 Color Farm Lois Ehlert

2 Farm Elisha Cooper

2 Giggle, Giggle, Quack Doreen Cronin

2 Grant and Tillie Go Walking Monica Kulling

2 On the Farm David Elliott

2 On the Farm and at the Market G. Brian Karas

2 Seed Soil Sun Earth’s Recipe for Food Cris Peterson

2 The Little Red Hen Paul Galdone

2 The Little Red Hen A Favorite Folk-Tale J.P. MILLER

2 The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck Beatrix Potter

2 The Three Little Pigs James Marshall

3 Benjamin Franklin Wil Mara

3 Brick by Brick Charles R. Smith Jr.

3 Edward Hopper Paints the World Robert Burleigh

3 Electric Ben Robert Byrd

3 Here Come the Girl Scouts! Shana Corey

3 I Have a Dream (Book & CD) Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Kadir Nelson

3 If you Lived In Colonial Times Ann McGovern

3 Maybelle the Cable Car Virginia Lee Burton

3 Mr. Ferris and His Wheel Gibbs Davis

3 The American Flag Lisa M. Herrington

3 The House That George Built Suzanne Slade

3 The Secret Subway Shana Corey

3 This Is New York Miroslav Šašek

3 This is Washington, D.C. Miroslav Šašek

3 When Washington Crossed the Delaware: A Wintertime Story for Young 
Patriots Lynne Cheney

GRADE K
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MODULE TITLE AUTHOR
4 A Collection of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling

4 Barefoot Book of Animal Tales Naomi Adler

4 Charles Darwin’s Around-the-World Adventure Jennifer Thermes

4 Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah Laurie Ann Thompson

4 Follow the Dream The Story of Christopher Columbus Peter Sís

4 Ganesha’s Sweet Tooth Emily Haynes and Sanjay Patel

4 Introducing Antarctica Anita Ganeri

4 Introducing Asia Anita Ganeri

4 Introducing Australia Anita Ganeri

4 Koala Lou Mem Fox

4 Life Story Virginia Lee Burton

4 Olinguito, from A to Z! Lulu Delacre

4 The Mangrove Tree: Planting Trees to Feed Families Cindy Trumbore; Susan L. Roth

4 Tikki Tikki Tembo Arlene Mosel

4 Wee Gillis Munro Leaf, Robert Lawson (Illustrator) Munro Leaf

 GRADE K

 GRADE 1
MODULE TITLE AUTHOR

1 Abe Lincoln The Boy Who Loved Books Kay Winters

1 Bats at the Library Brian Lies

1 Biblioburro A True Story from Colombia Jeanette Winter

1 Library Lion Michelle Knudsen

1 Rain School James Rumford

1 Roger Is Reading a Book Koen Van Biesen

1 Thank You, Mr. Falker Patricia Polacco

1 The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore William Joyce

1 The Library Sarah Stewart

1 The Treasure Box Margaret Wild

1 Vincent Can’t Sleep: Van Gogh Paints the Night Sky Barb Rosenstock

1 Wild About Books Judy Sierra

1 You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Books Alex Woolf

2 A Bird or 2 A Story About Henri Matisse Bijou Le Tord

2 Amazing Animals: Dolphins Kate Riggs

2 Bat Loves the Night Read and Wonder Nicola Davies

2 Behold the Beautiful Dung Beetle Cheryl Bardoe

2 Big Blue Whale Nicola Davies

2 Biggest, Strongest, Fastest Steve Jenkins

2 Chameleons Are Cool Read and Wonder Martin Jenkins

2 Creature Features Twenty-Five Animals Explain Why They Look the Way 
They Do Robin Page

2 Fireflies! Julie Brinckloe

2 Fur, Fins, and Feathers Cassandre Maxwell
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MODULE TITLE AUTHOR
2 Gentle Giant Octopus Read and Wonder Karen Wallace

2 Giant Squid Mystery of the Deep Jennifer Dussling

2 Grasshopper on the Road Arnold Lobel

2 Henri’s Scissors Jeanette Winter

2 How to Clean a Hippopotamus A Look at Unusual Animal Partnerships        Robin Page

2 Lives of the Artists Masterpieces, Messes (and What the Neighbors 
Thought) Kathleen Krull

2 Magnificient Creatures: Animals on the Move Anna Wright

2 My First Day Robin Page

2 Olinguito, A to Z Lulu Delacre

2 Sharks Kate Riggs

2 Sisters and Brothers Sibling Relationships in the Animal World Robin Page

2 Starfish (Common Core Exemplar) Edith Thacher Hurd

2 Surprising Sharks Read and Wonder Nicola Davies

2 The Beetle Book Steve Jenkins

2 The Cat and the Bird Géraldine Elschner

2 The Circus Ship Chris Van Dusen

2 The Fantastic Jungles of Henri Rousseau Michelle Markel

2 The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau Dan Yaccarino

2 The Happy Lion Louise Fatio

2 The Iridescence of Birds A Book About Henri Matisse Patricia MacLachlan

2 Unlovable Dan Yaccarino

2 Unusual Creatures A Mostly Accurate Account of Some of Earth’s 
Strangest Animals Michael Hearst

2 Walk with a Wolf Read and Wonder Janni Howker

2 Where in the Wild? Camouflaged Creatures Concealed... and Revealed                                   David M Schwartz and Yael Schy

2 Yucky Worms Read and Wonder Vivian French

3 Alexander And The Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day Judith Viorst

3 Coppernickel Goes Mondrian Wouter van Reek

3 Hurricanes! Gail Gibbons

3 Katy and the Big Snow Virginia Lee Burton

3 Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci Gene Barretta

3 The Wind Blew Pat Hutchins

3 The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (Common Core Exemplar) Frank L. Baum

3 Time of Wonder Robert McCloskey

3 Tornadoes! Gail Gibbons

3 Twenty-One Elephants and Still Standing April Prince

4 Cinderella/Cenicienta Francesc Boada

4 Jouanah: A Hmong Cinderella Jewell Reinhart Coburn

4 Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China ED YOUNG

4 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters An African Tale John Steptoe

4 Pablo Picasso Mike Venezia

 GRADE 1
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MODULE TITLE AUTHOR
4 Sootface An Ojibwa Cinderella Story Robert D. San Souci

4 Spotlight on South Korea Bobbie Kalman

4 The Friendly Postman: The Art of Van Gogh Yu-Ri Kim

4 The Golden Sandal A Middle Eastern Cinderella Story Rebecca Hickox

4 The Irish Cinderlad Shirley Climo

4 This Is Ireland Miroslav Šašek

4 Vincent Van Gogh Mike Venezia

4 Vincent’s Colors Words And Pictures by Vincent Van Gogh Vincent van Gogh

4 Yeh-Shen A Cinderella Story from China Ai-Ling Louie

 GRADE 1

 GRADE 2
MODULE TITLE AUTHOR

1 Frog and Toad All Year Arnold Lobel

1 Henry and Mudge in the Sparkle Days Cynthia Rylant

1 Over and Under the Pond Kate Messner

1 Over and Under the Snow Christopher Silas Neal

1 Poppleton in Winter Cynthia Rylant

1 Scholastic Reader Level 3: Poppleton In Winter (Common Core 
Exemplar)                                Cynthia Rylant

1 Snow Cynthia Rylant

1 The House of Four Seasons Roger Duvoisin

1 The Little Island Margaret Wise Brown

1 The Shortest Day Celebrating the Winter Solstice Wendy Pfeffer

2 Bill Pickett Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy Andrea Davis Pinkney

2 Children of the Wild West Russell Freedman

2 Cowboys and Cowgirls Yippee-Yay! Gail Gibbons

2 Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa Erica Silverman

2 How We Crossed the West The Adventures of Lewis and Clark Rosalyn Schanzer

2 Locomotive Brian Floca

2 Maybelle the Cable Car Virginia Lee Burton

2 Sacajawea Her True Story Joyce Milton

2 The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush Tomie dePaola

2 The Trail of Tears Joseph Bruchac

3 A is for Abigail An Almanac of Amazing American Women Lynne Cheney

3 Abraham Lincoln: Lawyer, Leader, Legend Justine Fontes and Ron Fontes

3 Freedom on the Menu The Greensboro Sit-Ins Carole Boston Weatherford

3 Heart on Fire Susan B. Anthony Votes for President Ann Malaspina

3 Henry’s Freedom Box Ellen Levine

3 I Could Do That! Esther Morris Gets Women the Vote Linda White

3 I Have a Dream (Book & CD) Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Kadir Nelson

3 Martin’s Big Words The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Doreen Rappaport

3 Remember: The Journey to School Integration Toni Morrison
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3 Sit-In How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down Andrea Davis Pinkney

3 The Case for Loving The Fight for Interracial Marriage Selina Alko

3 The Listeners Gloria Whelan

3 Two Friends: Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass Dean Robbins

4 A Moose Boosh Eric-Shabazz Larkin

4 Before We Eat From Farm to Table Pat Brisson

4 Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table Jacqueline Briggs Martin

4 Granny Torrelli Makes Soup Sharon Creech

4 How Did That Get In My Lunchbox? The Story of Food   Christine Butterworth

4 Sopa de frijoles / Bean Soup Jorge Argueta

4 Strega Nona Tomie dePaola

4 Strega Nona, Her Story Tomie dePaola

4 The Quest to Digest Mary K. Corcoran

4 The Seven Silly Eaters Mary Ann Hoberman

4 The Tale of Peter Rabbit Beatrix Potter

4 Thunder Cake Patricia Polacco

4 Too Many Tamales Gary Soto

4 Your Digestive System Rebecca L. Johnson

4 Yum! Mmmm! Qué Rico! Americas’ Sproutings Pat Mora

 GRADE 2

 GRADE 3
MODULE TITLE AUTHOR

1 Down, Down, Down A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea Steve Jenkins

1 Giant Squid Candace Fleming

1 Life in the Ocean The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle Claire A. Nivola

1 Manfish A Story of Jacques Cousteau Jennifer Berne

1 Mary Cassatt Extraordinary Impressionist Painter Barbara Herkert

1 Narwal: Unicorn of the Sea Ben Clanton

1 National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of the Ocean Catherine D. Hughes

1 National Geographic Readers: Weird Sea Creatures Laura F. Marsh

1 Ocean: A Visual Miscellany Ricardo Henriques

1 Shark Lady: The True Story of How Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean's 
Most Fearless Scientist                                        Jess Keating

1 Shark Lady: True Adventures of Eugenie Clark True Adventures Of 
Eugenie Clark Ann McGovern

1 Sharks Seymour Simon

1 Surprising Sharks Read and Wonder Nicola Davies

1 Swimming with Sharks Heather Lang

1 Tentacles! Tales of the Giant Squid Shirley-Raye Redmond

1 The Great Wave Hokusai and Véronique Massenot

2 Explorers on the Moon Hergé

2 Find the Constellations H. A. Rey
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2 Footprints on the Moon Alexandra Siy

2 Meteor! Patricia Polacco

2 Moonwalk: The First Trip to the Moon Judy Donnelly

2 Mr. Cornell’s Dream Boxes Jeanette Winter

2 Next Time You See the Moon Emily Rachel Morgan

2 Once Upon a Starry Night A  Book of Constellations Jacqueline Mitton

2 Reaching for the Moon Buzz Aldrin

2 Space Mary Pope Osborne

2 Team Moon How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon Catherine Thimmesh

2 The Little Prince Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

2 The Moon Seymour Simon

2 The Moon Over Star Dianna Hutts Aston

2 The Planet Gods Myths and Facts About the Solar System Jacqueline Mitton

2 The Stars: A New Way to See Them H. A. Rey

2 Voyager’s Greatest Hits Alexandra Siy

2 Zoo in the Sky Jacqueline Mitton

3 At Ellis Island A History in Many Voices Louise Peacock

3 Bull Run Paul Fleischman

3 Civil War Scrapbook: I Was There Too! History Colorado

3 Ellis Island Elaine Landau

3 Four Feet, Two Sandals Karen Lynn Williams

3 Hannah’s Journal The Story of an Immigrant Girl Marissa Moss

3 Her Right Foot Dave Eggers

3 Immigrant Kids Russell Freedman

3 In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson Bette Bao Lord

3 Lailah’s Lunchbox Reem Faruqi

3 Landed Milly Lee

3 Lowji discovers America Candace Fleming

3 Nory Ryan’s Song Patricia Reilly Giff

3 Paper Son Helen Foster James and 
Virginia Loh-Hagan

3 Peppe the Lamplighter Elisa Bartone

3 Rebekkah’s Journey Ann E. Burg

3 Sitti’s Secrets Naomi Shihab Nye

3 Statue of Liberty: A Tale of Two Countries Elizabeth Mann

3 The Dreamer Pam Munoz Ryan

3 The Great Migration Jacob Lawrence

3 The Memory Coat Elvira Woodruff

3 Tucky Jo and Little Heart Patricia Polacco

3 Unspoken Henry Cole

3 Wishtree Katherine Applegate

4 Ballet for Martha Making Appalachian Spring Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan

 GRADE 3
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4 Edgar Degas: Paintings That Dance Paintings That Dance Maryann Cocca-Leffler

4 Electric Ben Robert Byrd

4 Ellington Was Not a Street Ntozake Shange

4 Firebird Misty Copeland

4 Georges Seurat Mike Venezia

4 Jose! Born to Dance The Story of Jose Limon Susanna Reich

4 Leonardo, The Beautiful Dreamer Robert Byrd

4 Lives of the Artists: Masterpieces, Messes (and What the Neighbors 
Thought) Kathleen Krull

4 Michelangelo Diane Stanley

4 Mr. Matisse and His Cutouts Annemarie van Haeringen

4 Pippo the Fool Tracey Fern

4 Sandy’s Circus A Story About Alexander Calder Tanya Lee Stone

4 Some Writer! Melissa Sweet

4 Stone Giant Michelangelo’s David and How He Came to Be Jane Sutcliffe

4 The Artist and His Models: The Art of Rembrandt Haneul Ddang

4 The Fantastic Jungles of Henri Rousseau Michelle Markel

4 The Garden of Monsieur Monet Giancarlo Ascari

4 The Music in George’s Head Suzanne Slade

4 The Noisy Paint Box Barb Rosenstock

4 The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid Jeanette Winter

4 Vincent Van Gogh: Portrait of an Artist Jan Greenberg

4 Who Was Leonardo da Vinci? Roberta Edwards

4 Who Was Pablo Picasso? True Kelley

 GRADE 3

 GRADE 4
MODULE TITLE AUTHOR

1 Breakthrough! How Three People Saved “Blue Babies” and Changed 
Medicine Forever Jim Murphy

1 Clara and Davie Patricia Polacco

1 Katerina’s Wish Jeannie Mobley

1 Locomotion Jacqueline Woodson

1 Phineas Gage A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science John Fleischman

1 Sergeant Reckless Patricia McCormick

1 The Heart: All About Our Circulatory System and More! Seymour Simon

1 The One and Only Ivan Katherine Applegate

1 The Wild Robot Peter Brown

1 Tiny Stitches: Life of Medical Pioneer Vivien Thomas Gwendolyn Hooks

1 Who Was Clara Barton? Stephanie Spinner

2 A Girl Named Disaster Nancy Farmer

2 Brian’s Hunt Gary Paulsen

2 Brian’s Return Gary Paulsen
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2 Brian’s Winter Gary Paulsen

2 Fallingwater Anna Egan Smucker and Marc Harshman

2 Grand Canyon Jason Chin

2 Guts The True Stories Behind Hatchet and the Brian Books  Gary Paulsen

2 Hurricanes Seymour Simon

2 Island of the Blue Dolphins Scott O’Dell

2 Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor Phillip Hoose

2 My Side of the Mountain (Puffin Modern Classics) Jean Craighead George

2 Navigating Early Clare Vanderpool

2 The River Gary Paulsen

2 The Sign of the Beaver Elizabeth George Speare

2 Time of Wonder Robert McCloskey

3 Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George? Jean Fritz

3 Chains: Seeds of America Laurie Halse Anderson

3 Did It All Start with a Snowball Fight? Mary Kay Carson

3 Forge Laurie Halse Anderson

3 George Washington, Spymaster How the Americans Outspied the 
British and Won the Revolutionary War    Thomas B. Allen

3 If You Lived At The Time Of The American Revolution Kay Moore

3 Johnny Tremain Esther Forbes

3 My Brother Sam Is Dead Christopher Collier

3 Sam the Minuteman Nathaniel Benchley

3 Samuel’s Choice Richard Berleth

3 Sophia’s War A Tale of the Revolution Avi

3 Sybil Ludington’s Midnight Ride Marsha Amstel

3 When Washington Crossed the Delaware: A Wintertime Story for  
Young Patriots Lynne Cheney

4 A Collection of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling

4 Adventures of the Greek Heroes Anne M. Wiseman

4 Classic Myths to Read Aloud: The Great Stories of Greek and Roman 
Mythology William F. Russell

4 Cupid and Psyche Marie Charlotte Craft

4 Fables Arnold Lobel

4 Pegasus Marianna Mayer

4 Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Book One: The Lightning Thief                                       Rick Riordan

4 The Water Dragon Li Jian

4 Treasury of Egyptian Mythology Classic Stories of Gods, Goddesses, 
Monsters & Mortals Donna Jo Napoli

4 Treasury of Greek Mythology Classic Stories of Gods, Goddesses, 
Heroes & Monsters Donna Jo Napoli

 GRADE 4
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 GRADE 5
MODULE TITLE AUTHOR

1 American Indian Stories, Legends, and Other Writings Zitkala-Sa

1 As Long As the Rivers Flow Constance Brissenden

1 How We Crossed the West The Adventures of Lewis and Clark Rosalyn Schanzer

1 Island of the Blue Dolphins Scott O’Dell

1 Julie of the Wolves Jean Craighead George

1 Only the Names Remain The Cherokees and The Trail of Tears  Alex W. Bealer

1 Sacajawea The Story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition                                 Joseph Bruchac

1 Salt: A Story of Friendship in a Time of War Helen Frost

1 Seaman’s Journal Patricia Reeder Eubank

1 Sing Down the Moon Scott O’Dell

1 The Birchbark House Louise Erdrich

1 The New Nation Joy Hakim

1 The Trail of Tears Joseph Bruchac

1 Zia Scott O’Dell

2 A River of Words The Story of William Carlos Williams Jen Bryant

2 CDB! William Steig

2 Lemonade: and Other Poems Squeezed from a Single Word And Other 
Poems Squeezed from a Single Word    Bob Raczka

2 Noah Webster Weaver of Words Pegi Deitz Shea

2 Rain Reign Ann M. Martin

2 The BFG Roald Dahl

2 The Dreamer Pam Munoz Ryan

2 The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus Jennifer Bryant

3 Across Five Aprils Irene Hunt

3 Bull Run Paul Fleischman

3 Chasing Lincoln’s Killer James L. Swanson

3 Civil War Stories Ambrose Bierce

3 Elijah of Buxton Christopher Paul Curtis

3 Gardner’s Photographic Sketchbook of the Civil War Alexander Gardner

3 How I Found the Strong A Civil War Story Margaret McMullan

3 Red Moon at Sharpsburg Rosemary Wells

3 Soldier’s Heart Gary Paulsen

3 The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg Rodman Philbrick

3 Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad Henry Cole

3 With Every Drop of Blood James Lincoln Collier

4 A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin The Life and Art of 
Horace Pippin Jennifer Bryant

4 Ada Lovelace, Poet of Science: The First Computer Programmer Diane Stanley

4 America’s Champion Swimmer Gertrude Ederle David A. Adler

4 Babe Didrikson Zaharias The Making of a Champion Russell Freedman

4 In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson Bette Bao Lord

4 Mr. Matisse and His Cutouts Annemarie van Haeringen
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4 Roberto Clemente Pride of the Pittsburgh Pirates Jonah Winter

4 Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille Jennifer Bryant

4 The Bat Boy & His Violin Gavin Curtis

4 Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom 
(With a Few Flat Tires Along the Way)        Sue Macy

4 Who Was Roberto Clemente? James Buckley

4 Wilma Unlimited How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s Fastest 
Woman Kathleen Krull

 GRADE 5




